
"Grabbing True Life"
1 Timothy 6:3-19

The gain of godliness is contentment in life, but godliness for gain brings destructive discontentment 
into life (3-10)

Next to the Kingdom of God, do you know what Jesus talked about more than anything else? He spoke 
about this topic and issues related to it more than He talked about heaven or hell. That's right, it's money! 
Jesus talked about the dangers and issues of money often because He knew -- and still knows -- how often 
money is a danger and issue in our lives in this world. Knowing the teachings of Jesus well, Paul knew about 
the danger of money. In fact, he had seen money pull people away from living a life of faith in God. He had 
seen the trouble and difficulties that the love of money can cause in life. So in calling Timothy to faithfulness in 
the ministry that God had given him, Paul didn't miss the opportunity to remind and to warn Timothy about the 
dangers of the love of money. Paul knew that there were some people who had a "prosperity" view of the 
Gospel. Some people were pursuing godliness because of what they imagined that it would bring them in life: 
Health and wealth! Paul knew that this was just something imagined and that the reality was that the love of 
money would lead them away from God and into more burdens and troubles in life. Paul reminded Timothy that 
the real gain in godliness is contentment! Paul reminded Timothy that as long as he had the basics of what he 
needed in life he should be content. Paul reminded Timothy that contentment with little is better than 
destructive discontentment with a lot, which is what the love and pursuit of money often leads to in this world. 
1. Read verse 10. What are the two things that God's Word says often comes when the love of money is 

pursued? Have you ever experienced or seen someone else experience these consequences of pursuing 
the love of money in life?

2. Pursuing godliness for gain is still a problem today. There are a lot of people who want God in their lives 
because they believe that He'll make their lives better (better job, better marriage, better bank account, 
etc.). How would you explain how God truly makes life better to someone who has a "prosperity" view of 
the Gospel?

3. Read verses 6-8. How would you rate your contentment level right now with the things that you have in 
life? In what ways do you struggle with contentment with what God's given you? Why do we have trouble 
with this in our lives?

4. Pray for each other for the gain of contentment in our lives. Pray that enough food and clothes would be 
enough. That we would see everything else as blessings from God to enjoy in God's way.

The pursuit of true life is in the direction away from the love of money and towards the love of life in 
Jesus Christ (11-16)

With the clear warning against the love of money in life, Paul tells Timothy to move in a clear direction 
in His life: Away from the love of money or the pursuit of godliness for gain and towards the love of His life in 
Jesus Christ! Paul tells Timothy to pursue the things in life that reflect the life of Jesus Christ, such as 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness and gentleness. Paul's advice doesn't stop there; however, 
because Paul knows that the love of life in Jesus Christ doesn't just happen by chance. The life of faith for 
Timothy will happen when it's fought for in Timothy's life. The love of life in Jesus will happen when the life that 
Timothy has been called to is taken hold of and held onto. The life of faith will happen when Timothy keeps 
God's commandments and His Word in his life. It's no different for us today! The pursuit of true life is not just in 
the direction away from the love of money, but it is also in the direction of the love of life in Jesus Christ. It 



doesn't happen by chance. It happens when we fight for it; when we take hold of it; and when we keep living 
our lives by God's Word for our lives.
1. Do we tend to focus only on the things we should not be doing as followers of Jesus?  If so, what potential 

pitfalls could only focusing on the negative bring about?
2. How can we avoid getting caught up only in the negatives?  What are some practical steps we can take to 

flee from sin while at the same time pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, etc.?  
3. Look at verses 14-15.  What future event should we keep in the front of our minds so that we will flee from 

worldliness and instead pursue godliness?  Why does this event drive us towards godly living?

Grabbing hold of true life means setting our hope on God and enjoying what He gives us by using it for 
His glory and His work (17-19)

Paul turns his attention back to instructions for Timothy to share with those who were rich in material 
blessings in this life. The simple message is this: Don't set your hope in what you have; set your hope in God! 
The encouraging truth that Paul leaves them with in verse 17 is that God gives us what he gives us to enjoy in 
this life. What an incredible thought. God wants us to enjoy the things that He's given us in this life, but what 
does that mean? The answer is surprising. Paul instructs the rich to enjoy what God has richly given them in 
this way: Doing good; being rich in good works; and giving and sharing generously with others. Paul says in 
doing these things that they will be storing up treasure for themselves. Paul says that by doing these things 
that they will be in position to "take hold of that which is truly life!" Paul takes the world's understanding of 
enjoyment of what we have and turns it upside down. Paul reminds Timothy to remind the rich that enjoying 
God's blessings means using God's blessings in a way that He gets glory and that His work gets done. What 
an incredible truth that should make us all ask the incredibly important question of whether or not we're 
grabbing hold of true life today?
1. The line between enjoying your riches in an earthly way and enjoying your riches through serving God can 

be confusing and blurred sometimes. Can you share some examples of "doing good" that would be 
pleasing to God? Are you able to say you spend your day enjoying what God has richly given you by "doing 
good?"

2. Being rich does not always mean rich in money. We have riches we can share with others in many ways.  
We may not all have earthly wealth but we do have wealth. When you see videos or commercials about 
starving children, how do you react? Do you think you can make a difference in the life of a child or a 
family?  Do you feel that this is part of what Paul talked about when he said "being rich in good works?"  
Spend some time thinking of opportunities to be rich in good works you. Share some of these experiences 
if you feel led.

3. Giving and sharing generously can be defined in many ways. Money is not the only way, but it is the way 
that Paul was talking to Timothy about.  Has God spoken to you at any time about giving and sharing?  
Please share and discuss some of the barriers that prevent people from sharing of their financial blessing 
from God.  

4. Christians should have a completely opposite definition of enjoyment from the world's definition. How hard 
is it to keep God's definition in the forefront of our mind on a daily basis? When it comes down to it, what 
would you absolutely have to have to daily live your life for God? Maybe the question should be, "What can 
you do without so that you can "take hold of that which is truly life" today?"


